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I claim that, in cases where it appears that a warranted inference is an instance of

enumerative induction, the inference should be described as a special case of another
sort of inference, which I shall call "the inference to the best explanation."
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When a scientist infers the existence of atoms and sub- atomic particles, he is
inferring the truth of an explanation for various data which he wishes to account for.
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(i) we infer that he says what he does because he believes it;
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(i) we infer that he believes what he does because he actually did witness the
situation which he describes.
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when we infer from a person's behavior to some fact about his mental experience,
we are inferring that the latter fact explains better than some other explanation what
he does.
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Therefore, I assert that even if one permits himself the use of enumerative induction,
he will still need to avail himself of at least one other form of nondeductive
inference.

As I shall now try to show, however, the opposite does not hold.
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Enumerative induction is supposed to be a kind of inference that exemplifies the
following form. From the fact that all observed A’s are B’s we may infer that all A's
are B's (or we may infer that at least the next A will probably be a B).
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If, however, we think of the inference as an inference to the best explanation, we can
explain when a person is and when he is not warranted in making the nference from
"All observed A's are B's" to “All A’s are B’s.”
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I conclude that inferences which appear to be applications of enumerative induction
are better described as instances of the inference to the best xplanation.
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My argument has been (i) that there are many inferences which cannot be made out
to be applications of enumerative induction but (2) that we can account for when it
is proper to make inferences which appear to be applications of enumerative

induction, if we describe these inferences as instances of the inference to the best
explanation.
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Describing our inference as enumerative induction disguises the fact that our
inference makes use of certain lemmas, whereas, as I show below, describing the
inference as one to the best explanation exposes these lemmas.
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I will take two different sorts of knowledge (knowledge from authority and
knowledge of mental experiences of other people) and show...
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3. The Inference to the Best Explanation.



