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A Critical Study of the Methods of Solving Ethical Dilemmas
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Abstract

"Applied ethics" refers to a branch of ethical science that deals with solving
ethical dilemmas. Ethical thinkers have adopted various methods to solve moral
dilemmas. The most important of these methods are: top-down, bottom-up and
coherentism. Each of these three methods has specific characteristics and pursues
specific results. Using the descriptive-analytical method and critical approach, the
present study explains each of the three methods. In addition to their strengths,
these methods each have weaknesses that challenge applied ethics in voting on
moral issues and, finally, highlight the need to discover and present a method that
is consistent with Islamic principles.

Keywords: applied ethics, ethical dilemmas, method, methodology, top-down,
bottom-up and coherentism.
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The Criteria and Indicators for Compiling Textbooks

and Standard Educational Content
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Abstract

As one of the most important pillars of the education system, textbooks and
educational texts have an effective and key role in the process of education and
the accomplishment of the goals of any educational system. Therefore, in
compiling and writing them, special indicators and features should be considered
in order to better achieve the intended purposes in compiling them. The
characteristics and features of educational texts distinguish them from other
scientific, research, propagative and review or general books written to explain
scientific topics or theories or recount general and non-scientific issues. Using a
new structure and a format, we can collect and present the types of criteria and
indicators necessary for the compilation of textbooks in six types: 1) indicators
related to objectives; 2) indicators related to method; 3) indicators related to
content; 4) characteristics related to appearance; 5) indicators related to structure;
6) indicators related to psychology. Each of these six types includes several
indicators which this article will explain and present through the descriptive-
analytical method. The library method has been used to collect the proposed
indicators for the standard textbook.

Keywords: criterion, indicator, textbook, educational content, book compilation.
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The Methodology of Islamic, Social and Demographic Studies
from the Perspective of Abu Reyhan Biruni
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Abstract
Abu Reyhan Muhammad ibn Ahmad Biruni is considered one of the greatest
scholars and thinkers of the fourth and fifth centuries AH. He was born in 973
AD and probably passed away after 1050 AD. His works and writings cover a
very wide range of sciences and knowledge, and their number is over one
hundred and fifty books and treatises, among which, his book ‘Tahghigh
Malelhend" is worth considering in terms of sociological and anthropological
issues, including the subject of population growth. Considering the importance
and position of Abu Reyhan Biruni in the scientific history of Iran and the world,
as well as various aspects of his knowledge which include social and
demographic discussions, this article uses a descriptive-analytical method and
valid documents as research instruments to deal with Abu Reyhan Biruni’s social
and demographic ideas. It first reviews his biography, writings and education as
well as his methodology and then mentions his most important social and
demographic ideas.

Keywords: Abu Reyhan Biruni, social thought, demographic thought, the book
“Tahghigh Malelhend”, methodology.
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The Course of Development of Methodology with Emphasis on
Epistemological Paradigms in Political Sociological Studies
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Abstract

"Methodology" is the most basic part of research, one of the main features of
modern science today. Therefore, we need a methodical perspective in order to
understand the political developments logically and correctly. The modern
methodology has developed from the past to the present. Certainly, improving
and modifying the methodology and overcoming the crisis in it depend on
achieving such an understanding. Scholars believe that the remarkable progress
of humans in various sciences is due to the use of appropriate methods with an
epistemological view; and political science, especially political sociology, is no
exception. At any given time, it is necessary to use the methodology suited to that
period. In other words, a correct understanding of the various levels and
developments of modern socio-political sociology is based on new
methodologies with an epistemological perspective. The research method in the
present study is descriptive-analytical and the data collection is library-based.
The purpose of this paper is to study the methodological developments with
emphasis on epistemological paradigms in sociopolitical studies and to reach a
correct understanding at various levels.

Keywords: method, methodology, epistemology, ontology, political sociology.
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Applying the Model of Retroduction of Religious Life Experiences
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Abstract

"Investigation of religious life experiences” model is a studying method suggested
in the field of Islamic human sciences. It uses the life experiences of believers and
the impact of religious teachings on their perception of the phenomena and
practices in life. In this model, the beliefs or practices of the believers are identified
,presented and evaluated as a hypotheses inspired by religion so that we can reach
new knowledge suited to the new conditions that are, of course, approved by
religion. Using the analytical-descriptive method, in this research we seek to show
the application and capacities of this method for research in the field of Islamic
human sciences. The case study of this method is based on the idea of "taking
measures at will", an idea put forward by the Supreme Leader. “taking measures at
will" is a clear example of religious life experiences that have the capacity to be
reflected in the form of a research model for the production of religious science and
theory. Accordingly, after accurate identification as a hypothesis, the view of
"taking measures at will" was discussed and evaluated based on one of the
important religious sources, namely the Infallible Imams’ way of life. According to
the examples found in the Infallible Imams’ way of life, the view of "taking
measures at will" in its entirety can be confirmed by the Infallible Imams’ life, and
the practice of taking measures at will is permissible in some social conditions; but
while practicing it, it is necessary to meet some necessary conditions.

Keywords: taking measures at will, Grand Ayatullah Khamenei, the Infallible
Imams’ way of life, model of retroduction, lived experiences.
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Abstract

"Methodology" is a prerequisite for systematic research. Islamic behavioral
sciences require a valid methodology in accordance with Islamic jurisprudence
(figh). The purpose of this research is to introduce a methodological mechanism
common between Islamic behavioral sciences and figh through using the means
available in the principles of figh. According to the research findings, the
mechanism of "lIstizhar" (exposing the exoteric meaning) in the principles of figh
deals with explaining the meaning of the legislator’s words, which is the source
of conceptual behavioral theories in Islamic sciences. This very mechanism is
effective in explaining the meaning of the religious peson’s behavior. Starting at
the fourth century AH, the application of this mechanism for discovering the
meaning of behavior has a long history among jurists who have sought to
interpret the conduct of the infallible Imams, Muslim jurists, religious people and
the majority of thinkers. Manifestation is the result of Istizhar and is formed by
strengthening the probability based on real evidences. Determining the exoteric
meanings in the signification corresponding to words and behavior is based on
literal or situational absoluteness and the preliminaries of theosophy.
Determining exoteric meanings in the implicative signification of words and
behavior is based on the affirmation of the concept of for and against, and
contextual signification includes the signification of requirement, reference to the
self-evident truth and indication.

Keywords: Istizhar, theorizing, Islamic behavioral sciences, implicative and
corresponding signification, absoluteness and restriction, the meaning of for and
against, contextual signification.
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