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The Reflection and Influence of Allameh Mesbah Yazdi’s

Thought on Seminary and University Researches

Behrouz Homaei / MA in Knowledge and Information Science, Tehran University
Homaei.lib@gmail.com
Received: 2022/07/13 - Accepted: 2022/11/13

Abstract

Ayatollah Mesbah Yazdi’s influence and intellectual comprehensiveness in various
fields of intellectual sciences, politics, exegesis, theology and the like have caused
many books, papers and theses to be written about his personality, works, opinions,
and thoughts. Therefore, it is necessary to present the effect of the reflection of his
works in various fields. By using the ‘scientometric’ method, this study examines
theses related to Allameh Mesbah Yazdi’s personality, opinions, and thoughts in
universities and seminary theses. During 2006 to 2019, 283 theses (167 theses in
seminary centers and 116 theses in universities) were defended. Most theses were
written in 2011 and 2015. MA theses with 252 theses have had the highest number
of all theses in this regard. The thematic analysis of these theses also showed that
they were written in 16 subject areas, among which politics and philosophy, 61 and
54 theses respectively, have had the highest number. 208 supervisors and 203
advisors have supervised these theses. Hassan Mo‘alemi and Akbar Mirsepah have
supervised and advised the most theses, 12 and 9 theses respectively. ‘Imam
Khomeini Educational and Research Institute’, and ‘Imam Khomeini Higher
Education Complex’ have had the highest number of theses among 67 universities
and educational and research centers.

Keywords: Allameh Mohammad Tagi Mesbah Yazdi, thesis, scientometrics,
scientific products, research centers.
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The Foundations of Teaching Monotheism method in the
Qur’an with an Emphasis on Allameh Mesbah Yazdi’s Thoughts

Hassan Shokrollahi / Assistant Professor in Ma‘aref Department, Payam Noor University
h.shokr@pnu.ac.ir
Received: 2022/08/13 - Accepted: 2022/11/26

Abstract

Monotheism (Tawhid) is the main and most important pillar of the
epistemological structure of the Quran, and teaching Monotheism is the most
central educational issue that the Qur’an has paid attention to, and to achieve it,
the Qur’an has used methods that can be discovered and extracted by studying
the verses. The method of teaching monotheism in the Qur’an is based on
assumptions that this paper seeks to explain with an emphasis on Allameh
Mesbah Yazdi’s theological and exegetical thoughts, so that they can be
considered in the researches related to the method of teaching monotheism in the
Qur’an. The method of this study is descriptive-analytical using library resources.
The findings showed that these foundations could be recognized in five fields:
epistemological, ontological, anthropological, axiological, and studying the
Qur’an, and the most important of them are: orders, limits and types of
monotheism; coordination of the method of teaching monotheism in the Qur’an
with ontological laws; the value of orders of monotheism; harmony of the
method of teaching monotheism in the Quran with human nature; the possibility
of knowing monotheism; types and orders of knowing monotheism; and the
systematic nature of teaching monotheism in the Qur'an.

Keywords: method of teaching Monotheism, epistemological foundations,
ontological foundations, anthropological foundations, axiological foundations,
studying Qur’an’s foundations, Allameh Mesbah Yazdi.
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Abstract

‘Thematic exegesis’ means gathering the verses of the Holy Qur’an about a
specific subject and examining them in order to obtain a Qur’anic view on a
subject. In this study, through the descriptive-analytical method, the method of
thematic exegesis of two great thinkers, Ayatollah Mesbah Yazdi and Ayatollah
Javadi Amoli, was investigated, and the similarities and differences of their
methods were presented. They have used both intra-textual and extra-textual topics
in selecting and arranging the topics in the thematic exegesis; however, their ways
for arrangement the topics are different, and Ayatollah Mesbah Yazidi’s
arrangement is preferred, because it starts with the important and basic issues of
religion and the topics are presented in order. One of the other advantages of
Ayatollah Mesbah Yazdi’s method in gathering and categorizing the verses is his
concentration on monotheism. In their thematic exegesis, they both have paid
attention to the rules of exegesis, such as the context and literary points. In various
cases, Ayatollah Mesbah Yazdi has dealt with the Shia and Sunni commentators’
views, especially the views of his teacher, Allameh Tabatabai, and sometimes he
has provided evidence to refute them, and this is indicative of his free thinking in
his remarks and views. Both commentators have used hadiths, and there is no
difference between them in this regard. Since they are among the prominent pupils
of Allameh Tabataba’i and have learned intellectual sciences from him, they have
relatively close views on the use of intellectual arguments, and the tendency to
intellectual exegesis is evident in their exegesis.

Keywords: exegesis method, thematic exegesis, Ayatollah Mesbah Yazdi,
Ayatollah Javadi Amoli.
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Abstract

Since the numbers of those who do not believe in the Islamic humanities is high,
developing the idea of ‘the Islamic humanities’ requires the criticism of the
opposing views. Therefore, this study aims at criticizing the views of Abdul
Karim Soroush, one of the most famous opponents of religious science, based on
the thoughts of Allameh Meshah Yazidi, and to explain the weak points of his
arguments. The necessary data for this study was collected by the library method
and analyzed by the logical analysis method. By examining the subject, purpose
and method of science, Soroush has tried, in his main argument, to conclude that
there are no Islamic social sciences. However, the study of the subject of social
sciences shows that there are elements of ‘awareness’ and ‘will’ in it, and this
makes it possible to divide the subject of these sciences into ‘Islamic’ and ‘non-
Islamic’. Furthermore, since there is a possibility that values interfere in
determining the purposes of these sciences, this proves the possibility that these
sciences can be divided into Islamic and non-Islamic. On the other hand, the
possibility of developing methods that use Islamic sources refutes the theory of
"impossibility of Islamic sciences™ actually and theoretically, and proves the
"possibility of Islamic sciences".

Keywords: the humanities, the possibility of Islamic humanities, the subject of
science, the method of science, the ultimate goal of science, Abdolkarim Soroush.
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Abstract

The Humanities are the software of every civilization. The present humanities are
appropriate to the cultural and ideological context of the West. Although modern
Islamic civilization logically needs the Islamization of the humanities, some still
question the possibility of the Islamic humanities. Thus, it is necessary to identify,
analyze, and evaluate the theoretical challenges of Islamizing the humanities.
Centering on Allameh Mesbah Yazidi’s views, the prominent philosopher of the
Islamic world, the present study examines the methodological challenges of ‘the
possibility of the Islamic humanities’ through a descriptive-analytical method and a
critical approach. The results showed that distinguishing the scientific method from
the method of understanding religious texts and distinguishing the context of
‘discovery’ from the context of ‘justification’ are among the most important
theological challenges of ‘the possibility of the Islamic humanities’. By explaining
the necessary foundations for the Islamization of the humanities, including the
methodological foundations, Ayatollan Mesbah Yazdi not only answered these
challenges, but also showed the way to present concrete examples of the Islamic
humanities by emphasizing the necessity of religious science.

Keywords: religious science, the Islamic humanities, methodology, scientific
method, context of justification, context of discovery.
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Abstract

Among the most influential issues on how to achieve Islamic humanities is how
to deal with Western sciences. Resolving this problem will have a direct effect on
the amount of enjoying these sciences. There are different theories about this:
from secular intellectuals who consider Western science and technology as the
only way to progress to some religious scholars who believe that there is not an
important thing in Western science and civilization that can be used. This study
aims at analyzing how to encounter Western sciences, and seeks to examine how
much to enjoy these sciences, from the viewpoint of Allameh Mesbah Yazi. The
research method is ‘descriptive’ and of the ‘document analysis’ type. From
Ayatollah Mesbah Yazdi’s point of view, in facing the western sciences, there are
some harms that should be avoided. The correct approach is "the Study on West"
and, in this study, we should review and select. However, for some reasons, the
amount of benefit from these sciences is minimal in most spheres, especially in
the foundations and presuppositions, rational and revealed methodologies, and
the normative aspect of human sciences. But the enjoyment of basic sciences,
empirical sciences, and empirical methodology can be maximum. In Ayatollah
Mesbah Yazdi’s thoughts, western sciences can be used in general, but the
amount of enjoyment of them in different fields is not the same.

Keywords: Western sciences, Western humanities, criticism of Western sciences,
foundations of Western sciences, Allameh Mesbah Yazdi.
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